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AS THE DEMAND FOR RECYCLED TIMBER INCREASES ACROSS 
COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL PROJECTS WITHIN AUSTRALIA, THE NEED 
FOR AN INDUSTRY WIDE STANDARD HAS NEVER BEEN MORE IMPORTANT.

The Interim Industry Standard for Recycled Timber offers manufacturers, 
suppliers and users specific grading guidelines. Published by the Forest 
and Wood Products Australia, the primary objective of the guidelines is 
to provide the Australian recycled timber industry with a professional, 
consistent standard.

CLASSIC AGED CHARACTER
This timber will be rich in character with a strong showing of the characteristics 
of its former use. These characteristics will be left “as is”. This is available in 
dressed, handbrushed, sawn, smokey grey or sawtooth finish.

Some typical examples of CHARACTER grade include: nail holes, some 
with tannin staining in nail holes, chisel marks, open gum pockets, surface 
checking and open gum veins. 

CLASSIC AGED PREMIUM
This timber is the pinnacle of recycled timber. It will be graded to a minimum 
of F17 and contain a subtle blend of characteristics of its former use, such as 
nail, bolt holes surface ageing etc. all of which give warmth and appeal to the 
finished product. Large bolt holes and other evidence of former use can be 
either plugged or black resin filled. This is available in dressed, handbrushed, 
sawn, smokey grey or sawtooth finish.

Some typical examples of PREMIUM grade include: tight gum veins, black 
resin filled bolt holes, tight surface checking. Black resin filling and timber 
plugging available at an additional charge.

GRADING GUIDELINES
For Recycled Timbers

GRADING GUIDELINES

•	 What is the end application?  

•	 What is the finish required?  

•	 What is the structural      
grading required?  

•	 What colour and or durability 
are required?  

•	 Are bolt holes to be plugged/
black resin filled?

•	 Is the timber to be used 
internally or externally? 

•	 Will the timber receive any 
coating either prior to or        
after installation? 

•	 Will your supplier provide a 
certificate of timber origin and 
grading compliance?

IMPORTANT THINGS TO CONSIDER WHEN 
CHOOSING A GRADE OF RECYCLED TIMBER:
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KENNEDY’S SUSTAINABLY SOURCED NEW TIMBER COMES IN THE FOLLOWING GRADES:

This is available dressed, brushed and sawn, Smokey grey 
or sawtooth finish

Some typical examples of SELECT grade include:

•	 Unlimited tight knots/ tight gum veins less than 
40mm or 1/3 of width of surface

•	 Natural colour and sapwood variation

•	 Unlimited black specs / burls

•	 Minor want and wane

GRADING GUIDELINES
For Sustainably Sourced New Timber

GRADING GUIDELINES

SUSTAINABLY SOURCED 
SELECT GRADE

SUSTAINABLY SOURCED
MINIMUM FEATURE & BETTER GRADE

•	 What is the end application?

•	 What is the finish required?

•	 What is the structural       
grading required?

•	 What colour and or durability 
are required?

•	 Is the timber unseasoned, 
seasoned or kiln dried?

•	 Is the timber to be used 
internally or externally?

•	 Will the timber receive any 
coating either prior to or        
after installation?

•	 Will your supplier provide a 
certificate of timber origin and 
grading compliance?

IMPORTANT THINGS TO CONSIDER 
WHEN CHOOSING A GRADE OF 
SUSTAINABLY SOURCED TIMBER:

This is available dressed, brushed and sawn, Smokey grey or sawtooth finish

Some typical examples of MINIMUM FEATURE & BETTER grade include:

•	 Unlimited tight knots/ tight gum veins less than 50mm  
or 3/8 of width of surface

•	 Unlimited black specs, burls, hobnails

•	 Want and wane not exceeding 1/3 of the surface on which it occurs

•	 Unlimited sapwood and natural discolouration


